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On Education for Students to Service in Rally as Mechanics and Its Effectiveness

Tomoki Ohashi Naotaka Shimada

We have been involved in the World Rally Championship (WRC) since 1996 by sending a spot team to take part in one of its events. The
team’s service crew has been solely comprised of undergraduates at our college. This is a program so that we can provide more practical
education for our students who would be auto-mechanics.

Typically, in three days of competition, the WRC cars run the whole distance of about 1,300 km, including tough competitive special stages
over 400km. Thus, the competing car need frequent maintenance and the car maintenance the service crew carries out holds sway over
where the car comes in.

After training for a semester through the program, the participating students come to tackle the demanding task on the site as actual
mechanics by making use of skills of theirs cultivated by training. The beforehand training and the cite experience of task-accomplishing
help the students grow to be a social member as an automotive graduate.

This paper reports how we have effectuated our educational program for students participating in the WRC and how the program has

benefitted those participants by quoting materials of past12 years and questionnaires conducted on the graduates.
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